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Description of the Destination

History

The Azores is a Portuguese archipelago in the Atlantic Ocean, located about 1,500 km from the Portugal capital, Lisbon.  The islands first became occupied in the early 15th century and settlers continued to arrive from different European countries in the following centuries.  It had fallen into Spanish control in the 15th century, along with the Portugal itself, but was returned to Portuguese control a century later. (Wikipedia)
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The Azores archipelago is comprised mainly of nine islands, the largest island being Sao Miguel Island at 759 square km and the smallest being Corvo Island at 17 square km.  (Wikipedia) The Azores islands’ volcanoes and craters show they are volcanic in nature with the volcano Pico being the highest point in Azores at 2,351 meters on Pico Island.  There is a moderate climate and the many sea cliffs, cove beaches, lakes, and steep mountains, and small villages are the main key features of the Azores.  (Tripadvisor)

Culture


There are about 240,000 people living in the Azores, with over half of the population living on the largest island, Sao Miguel Island.  The native language is Portuguese, as the Azores is a part of Portugal. (Wikipedia)  Except for a few cities, most of the Azores revolves around the small villages with fishing and agriculture as the main sources of income (world66).  It is generally considered a rural place where casual dress is common, the people are predominantly Roman Catholic, the villages consist mainly of ancient buildings and churches, and the main events are generally traditional events such as festivals, bullfights, and Carnival. (Tripadvisor)

Travel Information

 Flight/Hotel

	Flight
	Prices start from $863 per person

	Hotel
	Prices average about $450 per room

	Total
	~1313



Transportation

After arriving in Azores, there are several different ways to travel about the islands.   These ways are by air, ferries, car hire, taxis, and bus services.  (Azoreschoice)

The first way is by air.  All nine islands are linked by the local airline, SATA Air Azores.  These flights are like a bus system, stopping for 20 minutes on an island before traveling to the next destination.

The second way is traveling by ferries.  These ferries are limited, but it is possible to sail between certain islands.  There is a good service around the central group of islands, but there is not for the rest of the islands. 

The third way to travel about the islands is by car.  This, of course, is not a way to get between islands.  They are available on most islands and may be reserved.  The cars a generally new and come in all sizes.  When driving in Azores, the car will be on the right side of the road.  The roads may sometimes be bumpy, but there is little traffic and there are well-posted signs on the main routes.  Mopeds and bicycles are also available for use.  A European style license with photo ID or an old style license and passport is necessary for all motorized vehicles. 

The next way to travel is by taxi.  This is a good way to travel around as many drivers speak English.  Also, the vehicles are generally high in standard and quite new.

The last way to travel about is by the bus.  Buses run on all islands and are inexpensive.  They, however, are slow.  The best services, which are in Sao Miguel, only link the towns 3 or 4 times a day.  Also, these services are more for the locals than for the tourists, so it is also not an effective way to see the sights. 

Attractions


There are many attractions to see while in Azores.  The first is whale watching.  There are many options to whale-watch while in the Azores.  These are several excursions out into the open ocean that are available by different companies to do this.  The price is about 50 Eur per person and the trip lasts about 3 to 4 hours and it is important to reserve an excursion at least 8 days in advance.  The best excursions are from the islands Pico and Faial.  As well as excursions, there are whale related museums on Pico and Faial. (Travel-library)


Another attraction to see is the Azores bullfighting.  The island Terceira and a few other islands are know for bullfight by the rope.  This has been practiced since the 16th century and is unique to Azores.  The bull is let loose with a long rope about its neck and is usually done on the main road in a small village.  The bullfight’s focus is to have the young local men try to get as close to the bull as they dare, which provides for amusement that is both exciting and dangerous.  There are about 250 of these events between May and October. 

A third attraction is the different craters.  One is the Caldeira das Sete Cidades, or the “Cauldron of the Seven Cities.”  This is a gigantic volcanic crater that is 12 km in circumference and whose sheer walls rise above many lakes.  A second is the Caldeira de Guilherme Moniz, which is the largest crater in the Azores.  It has hot steaming geysers where the vapors transform into colorful formations.  Another is the Furna do Enxofre, which is the main attraction of the Island Terceira.  At this crater, people are allowed to travel down a volcanic crater that has a cave and a sulphurous lake at the bottom. 


Another attraction is the hyropolis in Sao Miguel.  This is one of the few hydropolises in the word.  It is where several different waters, such as hot mud springs and copper colored and fizzy, rise at the same location. 


One more attraction is the numerous different festivals that take place throughout the year on the different islands.  These are mostly religious festivals, considering that those of Portugal and Azores are of a predominantly Roman Catholic heritage, though there are other types as well.  Some of these festivals include the Espirito Santo on the island of Sao Jorge held the seventh week after East and the Festa de Santa Cristo that is held in early August in Island Graciosa.  This festival features many different events, including boat racing and bullfights. (Tripadvisor)

Food


Many foods in Azores consists of fish.  This is due to the fact that Azores bases much of its income on fishing.  There are limpets, crayfish, and chowders.  There is however many different types of served beef as well. Azores, however is mostly famous for its alcohol, especially wine, and cheese.  There are many different types of alcohol, such as the wines of the lava soil of Pico and the liqueurs and brandies made of exotic fruit.  There are many variety of cheese as well, mostly made from cow’s milk.  The cheeses from Soa Jorge are famous throughout Europe.  Sao Miguel, Pico, and Faial also make wonderful cheeses as well. (TravelLady Magazine)

Travel Hazards


The Azores has one major hazard: earthquakes.  The Azores are susceptible to severe earthquakes, which may be necessary to give due caution. (Worldlanguage)
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Lake and mountain scenery located in the Azores





Prices for a 3-day round-trip flight from Los Angeles, CA to Azores, Portugal
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