
COMMUNICATION STUDIES MAJOR GRADUATION CHECKSHEET 
2011-2013 Catalog 

 

 60 units upper division coursework 

 12 units upper division GE coursework 

 2.0 cumulative grade point average 

 2.0 major courses grade point average 

 US Cultural Pluralism Requirement 

 Graduate Writing Requirement  

 
 MAJOR COURSE REQUIREMENTS  68 

Note:  All Communication Studies courses taken subsequent to Summer 2007 have COMS prefix 

 COMS 201 Advanced Public Speaking or 4 
COMS 208 Performance of Literature or 
COMS 226 Applied Argumentation 

 COMS 212 Interpersonal Communication 4 

 COMS 213 Organizational Communication 4 

 COMS 217 Small Group Communication 4 

 COMS 250 Forensic Activity 2 

 COMS 311 Communication Theory 4 

 COMS 312 Communication Research Methods 4 

 COMS 322 Persuasion 4 

 COMS 330 Classical Rhetorical Theory 4 

 COMS 331 Contemporary Rhetoric or 4 
COMS 435 American Political Rhetoric 

 COMS 332 Rhetorical Criticism 4 

 COMS 350 Advanced Forensic Activity 2 

 COMS 385 Media Criticism or 4 
COMS 419 Media Effects 

 COMS 460 Undergraduate Seminar 1 

 COMS 461 Senior Project 3 

 Communication Studies electives (300–400 level) 16 
*No more than 4 units of supervised instruction (COMS 400, COMS 450, COMS 485)  
 

 SUPPORT COURSE REQUIREMENTS  24 
 ENGL 302 Advanced Composition or 4 

ENGL 310 Corporate Communication or 
ENGL 386 Creative Nonfiction or 

 Foreign language (103 level or demonstration of comparable proficiency) 4 

 HIST 110 Western Civilization: Ancient to Renaissance 4 

 HIST 111 Western Civilization: Reformation to Twentieth Century 4 

 PSY 201 General Psychology (D4)* or 4 
PSY 202 General Psychology (D4)*  
*Satisfies GE D4 Comparative Social Institutions Requirement 

 STAT 217 Intro to Statistical Concepts and Methods (B1)* 4  
*Satisfies GE B1 Mathematics/Statistics Requirement  

 
 

 
GENERAL EDUCATION (GE) COURSE REQUIREMENTS 64  

*72 total GE units required (4 B1 units and 4 D4 units counted from Support Category) 
* Minimum of 12 GE units must be from 300-400 level courses 

Area A  Communication (12 units) 

 A1 Expository Writing  4  

 A2 Oral Communication  4  

 A3 Reasoning, Argumentation, and Writing 4 

Area B  Science and Mathematics (16 units) 

 B1 Mathematics/Statistics (8 unit university requirement minus 4 units counted from Support) 4 

 B2 Life Science 4  

 B3 Physical Science  4  

 B4 One lab taken with either a B2 or B3 course 

 B5 elective (B5 course or additional B1-4 course) 4 

Area C  Arts and Humanities (16 units) 

 C1 Literature  4  

 C2 Philosophy  4  

 C3 Fine/Performing Arts  4  

 C4 Upper-division elective (COMS courses do not satisfy C4 requirement for COMS majors) 4  

Area D  Society and the Individual (20 units) 

 D1 The American Experience  4  

 D2 Political Economy  4  

 D3 Comparative Social Institutions  4  

 D4 Self Development (4 unit university requirement minus 4 units counted from Support)) 0 

 D5 Upper-division elective (COMS courses do not satisfy D5 requirement for COMS majors) 4 

Area F Technology (4 units) 

 F1 Technology Elective (upper division) 4  

  
FREE ELECTIVE COURSES 24 

  
TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION 180 
 
 
Communication Studies Credit/No Credit Policy.   
 
• Communication Studies majors may not enroll in major or support courses on a credit/no credit basis. 
 
• You may elect to take up to a total of 16 units of Free Elective and GE coursework on a credit/no 

credit basis within the constraints of published university guidelines, although no more than 4 units of 
credit/no credit work can satisfy GE requirements.  Consult your university catalog for more details. 

 
• You are responsible for monitoring limitations on credit/no credit coursework.  The registration 

systems will not automatically restrict you from inappropriately enrolling in courses on a credit/no 
credit basis. 

 



COMMUNICATION STUDIES MAJOR GRADUATION CHECKSHEET 
2009-2011 Catalog 

 

 60 units upper division coursework 

 12 units upper division GE coursework 

 2.0 cumulative grade point average 

 2.0 major courses grade point average 

 US Cultural Pluralism Requirement 

 Graduate Writing Requirement  

 
 MAJOR COURSE REQUIREMENTS  68 

Note:  All Communication Studies courses taken subsequent to Summer 2007 have COMS prefix 

 COMS 201 Advanced Public Speaking or 4 
COMS 208 Performance of Literature or 
COMS 226 Applied Argumentation 

 COMS 212 Interpersonal Communication 4 

 COMS 213 Organizational Communication 4 

 COMS 217 Small Group Communication 4 

 COMS 250 Forensic Activity 2 

 COMS 311 Communication Theory 4 

 COMS 312 Communication Research Methods 4 

 COMS 322 Persuasion 4 

 COMS 330 Classical Rhetorical Theory 4 

 COMS 331 Contemporary Rhetoric or 4 
COMS 435 American Political Rhetoric 

 COMS 332 Rhetorical Criticism 4 

 COMS 350 Advanced Forensic Activity 2 

 COMS 385 Media Criticism or 4 
COMS 419 Media Effects 

 COMS 460 Undergraduate Seminar 1 

 COMS 461 Senior Project 3 

 Communication Studies electives (300–400 level) 16 
*No more than 4 units of supervised instruction (COMS 400, COMS 450, COMS 485)  
 

 SUPPORT COURSE REQUIREMENTS  24 
 ENGL 302 Advanced Composition or 4 

ENGL 310 Corporate Communication or 
ENGL 386 Creative Nonfiction or 
JOUR 407 Feature Writing 

 Foreign language (121 level or demonstration of comparable proficiency) 4 

 HIST 110 Western Civilization: Ancient to Renaissance 4 

 HIST 111 Western Civilization: Reformation to Twentieth Century 4 

 PSY 201 General Psychology (D4)* or 4 
PSY 202 General Psychology (D4)*  
*Satisfies GE D4 Comparative Social Institutions Requirement 

 STAT 217 Intro to Statistical Concepts and Methods (B1)* 4  
*Satisfies GE B1 Mathematics/Statistics Requirement  

 

 
GENERAL EDUCATION (GE) COURSE REQUIREMENTS 64  

*72 total GE units required (4 B1 units and 4 D4 units counted from Support Category) 
* Minimum of 12 GE units must be from 300-400 level courses 

Area A  Communication (12 units) 

 A1 Expository Writing  4  

 A2 Oral Communication  4  

 A3 Reasoning, Argumentation, and Writing 4 

Area B  Science and Mathematics (16 units) 

 B1 Mathematics/Statistics (8 unit university requirement minus 4 units counted from Support) 4 

 B2 Life Science 4  

 B3 Physical Science  4  

 B4 One lab taken with either a B2 or B3 course 

 B5 elective (B5 course or additional B1-4 course) 4 

Area C  Arts and Humanities (16 units) 

 C1 Literature  4  

 C2 Philosophy  4  

 C3 Fine/Performing Arts  4  

 C4 Upper-division elective (COMS courses do not satisfy C4 requirement for COMS majors) 4  

Area D  Society and the Individual (20 units) 

 D1 The American Experience  4  

 D2 Political Economy  4  

 D3 Comparative Social Institutions  4  

 D4 Self Development (4 unit university requirement minus 4 units counted from Support)) 0 

 D5 Upper-division elective (COMS courses do not satisfy D5 requirement for COMS majors) 4 

Area F Technology (4 units) 

 F1 Technology Elective (upper division) 4  

  
FREE ELECTIVE COURSES 24 

  
TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION 180 
 
 
Communication Studies Credit/No Credit Policy.   
 
• Communication Studies majors may not enroll in major or support courses on a credit/no credit basis. 
 
• You may elect to take up to a total of 16 units of Free Elective and GE coursework on a credit/no 

credit basis within the constraints of published university guidelines, although no more than 4 units of 
credit/no credit work can satisfy GE requirements.  Consult your university catalog for more details. 

 
• You are responsible for monitoring limitations on credit/no credit coursework.  The registration 

systems will not automatically restrict you from inappropriately enrolling in courses on a credit/no 
credit basis. 

 



COMMUNICATION STUDIES MAJOR GRADUATION CHECKSHEET 
2007-2009 Catalog 

 

 60 units upper division coursework 

 12 units upper division GE coursework 

 2.0 cumulative grade point average 

 2.0 major courses grade point average 

 US Cultural Pluralism Requirement 

 Graduate Writing Requirement  

 
 MAJOR COURSE REQUIREMENTS  68 

Note:  All Communication Studies courses taken subsequent to Summer 2007 have COMS prefix 

 COMS 201 Advanced Public Speaking or 4 
COMS 208 Performance of Literature or 
COMS 226 Applied Argumentation 

 COMS 212 Interpersonal Communication 4 

 COMS 213 Organizational Communication 4 

 COMS 217 Small Group Communication 4 

 COMS 250 Forensic Activity 2 

 COMS 311 Communication Theory 4 

 COMS 312 Communication Research Methods 4 

 COMS 322 Persuasion 4 

 COMS 330 Classical Rhetorical Theory 4 

 COMS 331 Contemporary Rhetoric or 4 
COMS 435 American Political Rhetoric 

 COMS 332 Rhetorical Criticism 4 

 COMS 350 Advanced Forensic Activity 2 

 COMS 385 Media Criticism or 4 
COMS 419 Media Effects 

 COMS 460 Undergraduate Seminar 1 

 COMS 461 Senior Project 3 

 Communication Studies electives (300–400 level) 16 
*No more than 4 units of supervised instruction (COMS 400, COMS 450, COMS 485)  
 

 SUPPORT COURSE REQUIREMENTS  24 
 ENGL 302 Advanced Composition or 4 

ENGL 310 Corporate Communication or 
ENGL 386 Creative Nonfiction or 
JOUR 407 Feature Writing 

 Foreign language (121 level or demonstration of comparable proficiency) 4 

 HIST 110 Western Civilization: Ancient to Renaissance 4 

 HIST 111 Western Civilization: Reformation to Twentieth Century 4 

 PSY 201 General Psychology (D4)* or 4 
PSY 202 General Psychology (D4)*  
*Satisfies GE D4 Comparative Social Institutions Requirement 

 STAT 217 Intro to Statistical Concepts and Methods (B1)* 4  
*Satisfies GE B1 Mathematics/Statistics Requirement  

 

 
GENERAL EDUCATION (GE) COURSE REQUIREMENTS 64  

*72 total GE units required (4 B1 units and 4 D4 units counted from Support Category) 
* Minimum of 12 GE units must be from 300-400 level courses 

Area A  Communication (12 units) 

 A1 Expository Writing  4  

 A2 Oral Communication  4  

 A3 Reasoning, Argumentation, and Writing 4 

Area B  Science and Mathematics (16 units) 

 B1 Mathematics/Statistics (8 unit university requirement minus 4 units counted from Support) 4 

 B2 Life Science 4  

 B3 Physical Science  4  

 B4 One lab taken with either a B2 or B3 course 

 B5 elective (B5 course or additional B1-4 course) 4 

Area C  Arts and Humanities (16 units) 

 C1 Literature  4  

 C2 Philosophy  4  

 C3 Fine/Performing Arts  4  

 C4 Upper-division elective (COMS courses do not satisfy C4 requirement for COMS majors) 4  

Area D  Society and the Individual (20 units) 

 D1 The American Experience  4  

 D2 Political Economy  4  

 D3 Comparative Social Institutions  4  

 D4 Self Development (4 unit university requirement minus 4 units counted from Support)) 0 

 D5 Upper-division elective (COMS courses do not satisfy D5 requirement for COMS majors) 4 

Area F Technology (4 units) 

 F1 Technology Elective (upper division) 4  

  
FREE ELECTIVE COURSES 24 

  
TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION 180 
 
 
Communication Studies Credit/No Credit Policy.   
 
• Communication Studies majors may not enroll in major or support courses on a credit/no credit basis. 
 
• You may elect to take up to a total of 16 units of Free Elective and GE coursework on a credit/no 

credit basis within the constraints of published university guidelines, although no more than 4 units of 
credit/no credit work can satisfy GE requirements.  Consult your university catalog for more details. 

 
• You are responsible for monitoring limitations on credit/no credit coursework.  The registration 

systems will not automatically restrict you from inappropriately enrolling in courses on a credit/no 
credit basis. 

 



COMMUNICATION STUDIES MAJOR GRADUATION CHECKSHEET 
2005-2007 Catalog 

 

 60 units upper division coursework 

 12 units upper division GE coursework 

 2.0 cumulative grade point average 

 2.0 major courses grade point average 

 US Cultural Pluralism Requirement 

 Graduate Writing Requirement  

 
 MAJOR COURSE REQUIREMENTS  68 

Note:  All Communication Studies courses taken subsequent to Summer 2007 have COMS prefix 

 COMS 201 Advanced Public Speaking or 4 
COMS 208 Performance of Literature or 
COMS 226 Applied Argumentation 

 COMS 212 Interpersonal Communication 4 

 COMS 213 Organizational Communication 4 

 COMS 217 Small Group Communication 4 

 COMS 250 Forensic Activity 2 

 COMS 311 Communication Theory 4 

 COMS 312 Communication Research Methods 4 

 COMS 322 Persuasion 4 

 COMS 330 Classical Rhetorical Theory 4 

 COMS 331 Contemporary Rhetoric or 4 
COMS 435 American Political Rhetoric 

 COMS 332 Rhetorical Criticism 4 

 COMS 350 Advanced Forensic Activity 2 

 COMS 385 Media Criticism or 4 
COMS 419 Media Effects 

 COMS 460 Undergraduate Seminar 1 

 COMS 461 Senior Project 3 

 Communication Studies electives (300–400 level) 16 
*No more than 4 units of supervised instruction (COMS 400, COMS 450, COMS 485)  
 

 SUPPORT COURSE REQUIREMENTS  25 
 ENGL 302 Advanced Composition or 4 

ENGL 310 Corporate Communication or 
ENGL 386 Creative Nonfiction or 
JOUR 407 Feature Writing 

 Foreign language (121 level or demonstration of comparable proficiency) 4 

 HIST 110 Western Civilization: Ancient to Renaissance 4 

 HIST 111 Western Civilization: Reformation to Twentieth Century 5 

 PSY 201 General Psychology (D4)* or 4 
PSY 202 General Psychology (D4)*  
*Satisfies GE D4 Comparative Social Institutions Requirement 

 STAT 217 Intro to Statistical Concepts and Methods (B1)* 4  
*Satisfies GE B1 Mathematics/Statistics Requirement  

 

 
GENERAL EDUCATION (GE) COURSE REQUIREMENTS 64  

*72 total GE units required (4 B1 units and 4 D4 units counted from Support Category) 
* Minimum of 12 GE units must be from 300-400 level courses 

Area A  Communication (12 units) 

 A1 Expository Writing  4  

 A2 Oral Communication  4  

 A3 Reasoning, Argumentation, and Writing 4 

Area B  Science and Mathematics (16 units) 

 B1 Mathematics/Statistics (8 unit university requirement minus 4 units counted from Support) 4 

 B2 Life Science 4  

 B3 Physical Science  4  

 B4 One lab taken with either a B2 or B3 course 

 B5 elective (B5 course or additional B1-4 course) 4 

Area C  Arts and Humanities (16 units) 

 C1 Literature  4  

 C2 Philosophy  4  

 C3 Fine/Performing Arts  4  

 C4 Upper-division elective (COMS courses do not satisfy C4 requirement for COMS majors) 4  

Area D  Society and the Individual (20 units) 

 D1 The American Experience  4  

 D2 Political Economy  4  

 D3 Comparative Social Institutions  4  

 D4 Self Development (4 unit university requirement minus 4 units counted from Support)) 0 

 D5 Upper-division elective (COMS courses do not satisfy D5 requirement for COMS majors) 4 

Area F Technology (4 units) 

 F1 Technology Elective (upper division) 4  

  
FREE ELECTIVE COURSES 23 

  
TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION 180 
 
 
Communication Studies Credit/No Credit Policy.   
 
• Communication Studies majors may not enroll in major or support courses on a credit/no credit basis. 
 
• You may elect to take up to a total of 16 units of Free Elective and GE coursework on a credit/no 

credit basis within the constraints of published university guidelines, although no more than 4 units of 
credit/no credit work can satisfy GE requirements.  Consult your university catalog for more details. 

 
• You are responsible for monitoring limitations on credit/no credit coursework.  The registration 

systems will not automatically restrict you from inappropriately enrolling in courses on a credit/no 
credit basis. 

 



COMMUNICATION STUDIES MAJOR GRADUATION CHECKSHEET 
2003-2005 Catalog 

 

 60 units upper division coursework 

 12 units upper division GE coursework 

 2.0 cumulative grade point average 

 2.0 major courses grade point average 

 US Cultural Pluralism Requirement 

 Graduate Writing Requirement 

 
 MAJOR COURSE REQUIREMENTS  64 

Note:  All Communication Studies courses taken subsequent to Summer 2007 have COMS prefix 

 COMS 201 Advanced Public Speaking or 4 
COMS 208 Performance of Literature or 
COMS 226 Applied Argumentation 

 COMS 212 Interpersonal Communication 4 

 COMS 213 Organizational Communication 4 

 COMS 217 Small Group Communication 4 

 COMS 250 Forensic Activity 2 

 COMS 311 Communication Theory 4 

 COMS 312 Communication Research Methods 4 

 COMS 322 Persuasion 4 

 COMS 330 Classical Rhetorical Theory 4 

 COMS 331 Contemporary Rhetoric  or 4 
COMS 435 American Political Rhetoric 

 COMS 332 Rhetorical Criticism 4 

 COMS 350 Advanced Forensic Activity 2 

 COMS 460 Undergraduate Seminar 1 

 COMS 461 Senior Project 3 

 Communication Studies electives (300–400 level) 16 
*No more than 4 units of supervised instruction (COMS 400, COMS 450, COMS 485)  

 
  
 SUPPORT COURSE REQUIREMENTS  17 

 ENGL 302 Advanced Composition or 4 
ENGL 310 Corporate Communication or 
ENGL 386 Creative Nonfiction or 
JOUR 407 Feature Writing 

 HIST 110 Western Civilization: Ancient to Renaissance 4 

 HIST 111 Western Civilization: Reformation to Twentieth Century 5 

 STAT 217 Intro to Statistical Concepts and Methods (B1)* 4  
*Satisfies GEB B1 Mathematics/Statistics Requirement  

 
 
 
 
 

GENERAL EDUCATION (GE) COURSE REQUIREMENTS 68  

*72 total GE units required (4 B1 units counted from Support Category) 
* Minimum of 12 GE units must be from 300-400 level courses 

Area A  Communication (12 units) 

 A1 Expository Writing  4  

 A2 Oral Communication  4  

 A3 Reasoning, Argumentation, and Writing 4 

Area B  Science and Mathematics (16 units) 

 B1 Mathematics/Statistics (8 total B1 units required; 4 units counted from Support Category) 4 

 B2 Life Science 4  

 B3 Physical Science  4  

 B4 One lab taken with either a B2 or B3 course 

 B5 elective (B5 course or additional B1-4 course) 4 

Area C  Arts and Humanities (16 units) 

 C1 Literature  4  

 C2 Philosophy  4  

 C3 Fine/Performing Arts  4  

 C4 Upper-division elective (COMS courses do not satisfy C4 requirement for COMS majors) 4  

Area D  Society and the Individual (20 units) 

 D1 The American Experience  4  

 D2 Political Economy  4  

 D3 Comparative Social Institutions  4  

 D4 Self Development (CSU Area E) 4  

 D5 Upper-division elective (COMS courses do not satisfy D5 requirement for COMS majors) 4 

Area F Technology (4 units) 

 F1 Technology Elective (upper division) 4  

  
FREE ELECTIVE COURSES 31 

  
TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION 180 
 
 
Communication Studies Credit/No Credit Policy.   
 
• Communication Studies majors may not enroll in major or support courses on a credit/no credit basis. 
 
• You may elect to take up to a total of 16 units of Free Elective and GE coursework on a credit/no 

credit basis within the constraints of published university guidelines, although no more than 4 units of 
credit/no credit work can satisfy GE requirements.  Consult your university catalog for more details. 

 
• You are responsible for monitoring limitations on credit/no credit coursework.  The registration 

systems will not automatically restrict you from inappropriately enrolling in courses on a credit/no 
credit basis. 

 



SPEECH COMMUNICATION MAJOR GRADUATION CHECKSHEET 
2001-2003 Catalog 

 

� 60 units upper division coursework 

� 12 units upper division GE coursework 

� 2.0 cumulative grade point average 

� 2.0 major courses grade point average 

� US Cultural Pluralism Requirement 

� Graduate Writing Requirement 

 
 MAJOR COURSE REQUIREMENTS  59 

Note:  All Speech Communication courses taken subsequent to Summer 2007 have COMS prefix 

� COMS 208 Performance of Literature 4 

� COMS 212 Interpersonal Communication 4 

� COMS 213 Organizational Communication 4 

� COMS 217 Small Group Communication 4 

� COMS 250 Forensic Activity 1 

� COMS 311 Communication Theory 4 

� COMS 312 Communication Research Methods 4 

� COMS 322 Persuasion 4 

� COMS 330 Classical Rhetorical Theory 4 

� COMS 332 Rhetorical Criticism 4 

� COMS 350 Advanced Forensic Activity 2 

� COMS 460 Undergraduate Seminar 1 

� COMS 461 Senior Project 3 

� Speech Communication electives (300–400 level)* 16 
*No more than 4 units of supervised instruction (COMS 400, COMS 450, COMS 485)  

  
 SUPPORT COURSE REQUIREMENTS  20 

� ENGL 302 Advanced Composition  4 

� HIST 110 Western Civilization: Ancient to Renaissance 4 

� HIST 111 Western Civilization: Reformation to Twentieth Century 5 

�  PSY333/COMS 333 Quantitative Research Methods for the Behavorial Sciences 3 

� STAT 217 Intro to Statistical Concepts and Methods (B1)* 4  
*Satisfies GE B1 Mathematics/Statistics Requirement  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GENERAL EDUCATION (GE) COURSE REQUIREMENTS 68  

* 72 total GE units required  (4 B1 units counted from Support Category) 
* Minimum of 12 GE units must be from 300-400 level courses 

Area A  Communication (12 units) 

� A1 Expository Writing  4  

� A2 Oral Communication  4  

� A3 Reasoning, Argumentation, and Writing 4 

Area B  Science and Mathematics (16 units) 

� B1 Mathematics/Statistics (8 total B1 units required; 4 units counted from Support Category) 4 

� B2 Life Science 4  

� B3 Physical Science  4  

� B4 One lab taken with either a B2 or B3 course 

� B5 elective (B5 course or additional B1-4 course) 4 

Area C  Arts and Humanities (16 units) 

� C1 Literature  4  

� C2 Philosophy  4  

� C3 Fine/Performing Arts  4  

� C4 Upper-division elective (COMS courses do not satisfy C4 requirement for COMS majors) 4  

Area D  Society and the Individual (20 units) 

� D1 The American Experience  4  

� D2 Political Economy  4  

� D3 Comparative Social Institutions  4  

� D4 Self Development (CSU Area E) 4  

� D5 Upper-division elective (COMS courses do not satisfy D5 requirement for COMS majors) 4 

Area F Technology (4 units) 

� F1 Technology Elective (upper division) 4  

  
FREE ELECTIVE COURSES 33 

  
TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION 180 
 
 
Speech Communication Credit/No Credit Policy.   
 
• Communication Studies majors may not enroll in major or support courses on a credit/no credit basis. 
 
• You may elect to take up to a total of 16 units of Free Elective and GE coursework on a credit/no 

credit basis within the constraints of published university guidelines, although no more than 4 units of 
credit/no credit work can satisfy GE requirements.  Consult your university catalog for more details. 

 
• You are responsible for monitoring limitations on credit/no credit coursework.  The registration 

systems will not automatically restrict you from inappropriately enrolling in courses on a credit/no 
credit basis. 

 




