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INTRODUCTION

During the 21st century, human society faces the daunting yet inspiring task of forging
a new relationship with the natural world. This new relationship is captured by the
term "sustainability." Sustainability implies meeting current human needs while
preserving the environment and natural resources needed by future generations. Any
project, development and activities must adhere to this concept if we are to minimise
our impact on the planet, its resources and health of its inhabitants.

This design studio explores the issues of sustainability as a rigorous inquiry process.
Recognising that the richness, comprehensiveness of a creative endeavour can only
come about through collaboration, this studio will integrate individual project with
whole class input. The success of the project is therefore dependant on true class
participation.

Students will choose an individual path of inquiry, developing a hypothesis, a method of inquiry, and developing an
answer or resolution, all in consultation with fellow classmates.

OBJECTIVES

ß To explore the concept of sustainable design and development.

ß To develop strategies which articulate the synthetic role of a built product or
environment within a physical, cultural and environmental context.

ß To develop skills to integrate ideas about space, form and structure with dynamic
environmental forces.

ß To learn how technology can be applied to support the process of design and the
realisation of effective environmental strategies.

ß To develop advanced skills in managing and soliciting group processes.

ß Reform design studio from ego to eco (from the sovereignty of the individual
designer to comprehensive environmental understanding).

APPROACH

This is an interactive class that present knowledge, concepts and ideas in which
students are stimulated, can actively respond, and get results in a continuing
feedback cycle. Design is a shared endeavour requiring discourse, debate, and
consensus at each stage. Design thinking is taught as being hypothesis-building as
well as problem-solving. Design has consequences beyond the object and must be
thought of as both physical consequence envisioning and spatial envisioning.
Envisioning biological, ecological, economic and human and social consequences
enable better ways of conceptualizing, drawing, modeling, and diagramming.



Each student will pursue his/her own area of inquiry that may be theoretical, a design
competition, a project or an event. That student shares the progress of the inquiry to
the class throughout the course. Fellow classmates will participate in each other’s
inquiry as member of the team, to learn and to contribute. Thus most studio classes
are team-working session for the purpose of helping each other.

The rigour of the inquiry demonstrates the student’s competencies and ability to apply
sustainable principles. It also demonstrates his/her ability for leadership,
management of the project, and soliciting valued input in the process. A proportion of
the student’s grade is share by all. The final grade is based equally on the student’s
individual inquiry, and contributions to the other projects. Thus there is accountability
for the success of the other projects.
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EVALUATION

ß Studio project 1 50%
ß Studio project 2 50%

Total 100%


