
EXTRAMURAL FUNDING INITIATIVE (EFI)
Request for Proposals

Deadline: Friday, October 7, 2011, 4:30p.m.
Background.

Cal Poly is committed to the teacher-scholar model, in which faculty balance and integrate excellence in teaching with excellence in research and scholarly activities. This model enables us to fulfill our mission as an institution committed to quality undergraduate and graduate education, to the advancement of knowledge through basic and applied research, to the enrichment of society through creative activities in the arts and humanities, and to community service. These commitments cannot be met with State funding alone; the acquisition of extramural funding is essential. Such funding supports research and scholarship, the development of new academic programs and the enhancement of existing ones, scholarships and student projects, and community service projects. 
For the calendar year 2012, funds will again be made available to support faculty in the development of proposals for extramural funding. The results of this particular investment in faculty development are intended to maximize subsequent successes in gaining external funding in support of scholarly work.

Who may apply?

Faculty defined as members of Unit 3 are eligible to compete for funding.  Priority will be given to tenured and tenure-track faculty, and projects likely to lead to the acquisition of external funding.   These resources will be focused on newly hired faculty, to support their establishment of scholarly programs, or on more established faculty seeking to open new scholarly directions.
What types of projects will be funded?


Any project that has the potential to attract significant external funding and form the basis for a long-term effort may be funded. Priority will be given to projects with the most potential for success and those that more closely align with major college/campus initiatives. 
What review criteria will apply?

Proposals will be evaluated according to standard criteria, including merit, feasibility, significance, and the qualifications of the project director (faculty) and collaborators. As noted above, the following additional criteria will be taken into account in assigning funding priority:

· potential of the funding to “seed” the programs of junior faculty; 
· potential of the funding to help established faculty open new scholarly directions;

· potential of the project to attract future funding;

· degree of alignment with major college/campus initiatives. 
When can projects begin?

Projects may be initiated as soon as applicants are notified that funding is confirmed, most likely in February 2012. 
For what may funding be used?

Funding may be used for direct support of the development and submission of a proposal for extramural funding, or for preliminary work needed to support a proposal in the future (experimentation, data collection, etc.). All justified and normally allowable expenses will be considered -- faculty assigned time and/or added compensation; support for student assistants; support for temporary personnel (consultants, collaborators); supplies; services; equipment; and travel.  Assigned time must be used during the academic year and may not be converted to added compensation. All funds awarded must be used for the specific purposes requested and approved and may not be converted to other uses without prior authorization.
When must projects be completed?

Projects must be completed by January 31, 2013. 
How many projects will be supported?

The intention is to support 15-20 projects, but the final number will be determined by the quality, relevance and cost of the proposed projects.
Is there a specified proposal format?

Each proposal should include a brief narrative describing the proposed work, the significance of the project, a time-line for completion of the project, the potential for continued external funding of the work, and a statement justifying the requested resources needed to complete the project.  The proposal should be written for reviewers who are not experts in the applicant’s specific field.  If support is requested for development and preparation of a proposal, the sponsor to which the proposal will be submitted and the anticipated submission date must be specified. In addition, supporting documentation of the sponsor’s interest in the specific project, or the type of project proposed, should be included. Sponsors may be federal, state and local government agencies, non-profit foundations (for sponsored projects only), and industry sponsors. If the proposal is for preliminary work needed to support a proposal in the future (experimentation, data collection, etc.), specific potential sources of future funding should be identified. The body of the proposal should not exceed 5 pages, exclusive of references and other supplemental materials. 
Faculty members who have received prior funding through this program must include a report on the outcomes of that funding.

Proposals should be submitted with a cover page (sample attached) that is signed by the relevant department chair and dean. A detailed budget in which line items are clearly related to the scope of work is also required.  

The following supplemental materials should be attached:

1.
A current curriculum vitae. 
2.
A list of other support.  If there is current or pending support for this or related 
work or such support has been received in the past, the sources and amount of 
such support should be identified.  Any publications that resulted from the work 
should be noted. If support from Cal Poly was provided in the past the outcome 
must be described.
What are the reporting requirements?

Faculty who are awarded funding will be expected to submit a proposal(s) for external funding and will be required to provide evidence of progress toward this end. Actual proposal submissions will be tracked by the Grants Development Office.
Where can I get more information?

Additional copies of this RFP and the cover sheet can be downloaded from the Research and Graduate Programs website at www.rgp.calpoly.edu or obtained from that office (38-154; x61508).

Proposal Submission. 
Incorporate all components of your proposal, including the cover sheet, into a single Word or .pdf file.  
Name your file as follows:  Lastname_Firstname.doc (or .pdf).
By 4:30p.m. on Friday, October 7, 2011:

· Email your file to:  dahart@calpoly.edu.

· Submit a hard copy, with the signed cover sheet, to Research and Graduate Programs, Building 38, Room 154.

If you have questions, contact Debbie Hart at x61508 or dahart@calpoly.edu. 
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