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Cal Poly -- Physics Department 
 

Benchmark Targets for Progress to Degree 
First-time Freshman 

(October, 2009) 
 
• You should have completed all the courses for that year and be enrolled in the proper 

courses for the Fall of the subsequent year.   
• There is some flexibility as to which quarter some lower-division courses are taken. 
• If you have transfer or AP credit then you may be ahead of this schedule. 
 
Year one 40 units Major GPA > 2.0 
 PHYS 141 PHYS 132 
MATH 141 MATH 142 MATH 143 
CHEM 127 CHEM 128  
   
Year two 82 units Major GPA > 2.0 
PHYS 133 PHYS 206/256 PHYS 202 
 PHYS 211 PHYS 212 
MATH 241 MATH 244 MATH 344 
   
Year three 130 units Major GPA > 2.0 
PHYS 302 PHYS 301 PHYS 405 
PHYS 322 PHYS 341  
PHYS 340  MATH 304 
   
Year four   
PHYS 408   
   
 


