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ACADEMIC SENATE 
OF 

CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY 
San Luis Obispo, California 

RESOLUTION ON 
GIVING OF FINALS DURING FINALS' WEEK 

WHEREAS, CAM 48 4 "Final Examinations" sets forth the California Polytechnic 
State University policy on the giving of finals during a designated 
time; and 

WHEREAS, This designated time is referred to as Finals' Week; and 

WHEREAS, There is an increasing number of finals being given during the 
week prior to Finals' Week; and 

WHEREAS, This practice results in disruption of classes and is in clear violation 
of CAM 484; and 

WHEREAS, Each faculty member is responsible for the administering of 
his/her finals during the designated time; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED: That the Academic Senate request again that Administration 
vigorously enforce CAM 484; and be it further 

RESOLVED: That a list of all dean-approved exceptions (to CAM 484)for each 
quarter will be made available to each department head/chair by 
the fifth week of the quarter. 

Proposed by: 
Instruction Com mittee 
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P r e s i d e n t  

Subiea: 	 ACADEMIC SENATE RESOLUTION REGARDING 
G I V I N G  OF FINALS D U R I N G  FINALS WEEK 
(AS-206-86/IC) 

On A p r i l  28 you f o r w a r d e d  t o  m e  t h e  s u b j e c t  r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  w a s  
a d o p t e d  by  t h e  Academic S e n a t e  a t  i t s  m e e t i n g  on  A p r i l  2 2 .  I 
have  s u b s e q u e n t l y  s h a r e d  t h a t  r e s o l u t i o n  w i t h  t h e  P r o v o s t ,  o t h e r  
Academic A f f a i r s  s t a f f ;  and  it w a s  i n  t u r n  s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  Deans.  

I n  t e r m s  o f  g e n e r a l  p o l i c y ,  I a m  s u p p o r t i v e  of  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  
and  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w i l l  do what  i t  c a n  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h e  p o l i c y  as e n u n c i a t e d  i n  CAM 484. I t r u s t ,  
however ,  t h a t  t h e  members o f  t h e  Academic S e n a t e  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  a n  i s s u e  wh ich  c a n n o t  b e  s o l v e d  o n l y  by  t h e  Deans,  P r o v o s t  
and  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  U n l e s s  s t u d e n t s  and  o t h e r s  make a p o i n t  o f  
i n f o r m i n g  t h e  d e a n s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  i n f r a c t i o n s  of  t h e  p o l i c y ,  
t h e r e  is  no way f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  b e  aware t h a t  f a c u l t y  
are i n  f a c t  s c h e d u l i n g  and  g i v i n g  f i n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  
framework o f  t h e  f i n a l s  week. 

The f i n a l  "Whereas" c l a u s e  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  
f a c u l t y  members are r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e i r  f i n a l s  
d u r i n g  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  t i m e ,  and  p e r h a p s  t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  method 
o f  en fo rcemen t  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y  i s  t h r o u g h  p e e r  p r e s s u r e .  

F i n a l l y ,  I do have  some d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  t h e  f i n a l  "Reso lved"  c l a u s e  
of t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  which  a s k s  t h a t  a l l  dean-approved  e x c e p t i o n s  
f o r  e a c h  q u a r t e r  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  h e a d / c h a i r  
by  t h e  f i f t h  week o f  t h e  q u a r t e r .  I t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  b e  a b l e  
t o  s h a r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on e x c e p t i o n s ,  and  I w i l l  a s k  t h a t  t h e  d e a n s  
b e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  do s o .  However, I t h i n k  w e  must r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  
t h e r e  are v a l i d  r e a s o n s  f o r  g r a n t i n g  e x c e p t i o n s  which  do  n o t  become 
known u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  f i f t h  week o f  a g i v e n  q u a r t e r ;  and  d e p a r t m e n t  
h e a d s / c h a i r s  and  d e a n s  need  t o  b e  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  
t h o s e  i n s t a n c e s .  


