
 
 
   Adopted: June 1, 2004 
 

ACADEMIC SENATE 
of 

CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY 
San Luis Obispo, CA 

 
AS-615-04/BAISAC 

 
RESOLUTION ON THE 

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 
 

 
WHEREAS, There is demonstrated need in the San Luis Obispo County and surrounding areas 

for an undergraduate degree program for working adults structured to be 
completed on a part time basis; and 
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WHEREAS, The development of an undergraduate degree program for working adults 

advances Cal Poly’s mission of service and outreach to the larger community; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies meets these needs through its 

educational goals, curriculum, structure, and intended audience; and 
 
WHEREAS, Degree programs in interdisciplinary studies and degree programs designed for 

working adults are offered by many leading universities; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies is designed as a 2+2 cohort 

model whereby all courses will be offered on evenings and weekends and 
students will not be enrolling in regularly scheduled courses; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies was designed by a Faculty 

Advisory Committee with representatives from the College of Liberal Arts, the 
College of Science and Mathematics, the College of Agriculture and assisting the 
Faculty Advisory Committee were representatives from the Office of Academic 
Records, the Office of Admissions and Recruitment, Kennedy Library, and both 
Cuesta and Allan Hancock Colleges; and 

 
WHEREAS, The curriculum of Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies meets all Cal Poly 

academic requirements for a bachelor’s degree; and 
 
WHEREAS, A standing Faculty Program Committee representing at least three colleges will 

ensure continued academic oversight including the selection of classes and 
instructors; and 

 



WHEREAS, All courses offered and instructors teaching in the Bachelor of Arts in 
Interdisciplinary Studies program must also be approved by the appropriate 
department chair; and 
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WHEREAS, The process of designing the Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies has 

included consultation and review by appropriate University Offices including the 
Office of Admissions and Recruitment and the Office of Academic Records; and 

 
WHEREAS, The process of designing the Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies has 

included consultation with the Curriculum Committee of the College of Liberal 
Arts and approval by the Curriculum Committee of the Academic Senate and the 
Academic Deans’ Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies will be a financially self-

supporting, special session program as authorized by CSU Executive Order 802 
and will not use any state general fund monies; therefore, be it 

 
RESOLVED: That the Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies be approved by the 

Academic Senate of Cal Poly without reference to faculty compensation; and be it 
further 

 
RESOLVED: That faculty compensation be negotiated by CFA and the Cal Poly 

Administration. 
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