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ACADEMIC SENATE 

CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY, SAN LUIS OBISPO 

PROPOSAL FOR A POLICY STATEMENT WHICH SPECIFIES THE 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN BACHELOR OF ARTS AND BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREES 


AT CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY. SAN LUIS OBISPO 


Background i n f o r m a t i o n :  L a s t  y e a r  t h e  Academic S e n a t e  C u r r i c u l u m  

Committee was a s k e d  t o  p r e p a r e  a p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t  which  would d i f f -  

e r e n t i a t e  be tween  Bache lo r  of  S c i e n c e  d e g r e e s  and  B a c h e l o r  of  A r t s  

d e g r e e s  a t  C a l i f o r n i a  P o l y t e c h n i c  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  SLO. The need  

f o r  t h i s  a r o s e  when some d e p a r t m e n t s  a t  C a l  P o l y  p r o p o s e d  t o  change  

t h e i r  B.A.  d e g r e e s  t o  B.S. d e g r e e s .  The r e q u e s t s  w e r e  r e f u s e d  by  

t h e  C h a n c e l l o r ' s  O f f i c e  i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e  C a l  P o l y ,  SLO, had no campus 

p o l i c y  which  s p e c i f i e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  two d e g r e e s .  


T h e r e  a p p e a r  t o  b e  few,  i f  a n y ,  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  w i l l  a lways  s e p a r a t e  
B .A .  and B.S. d e g r e e s ,  b u t  t h e  Academic S e n a t e  C u r r i c u l u m  Committee 
h a s  made an  a t t e m p t  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  be tween  t h e  two d e g r e e s  and  sub -  
m i t s  t h e  accompanying r e s o l u t i o n  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

A t  p r e s e n t ,  s i x  B . A .  d e g r e e s  are g i v e n  a t  C a l  P o l y  ( E n g l i s h ,  Recrea-
t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  H i s t o r y ,  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e ,  L i b e r a l  S t u d i e s ,  and  
Speech  Communica t ion) .  I n  F a l l ,  1983 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  1164 s t u d e n t s  
e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e s e  d e g r e e s .  

Where t h e r e  a r e  numbers of  u n i t s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  t h e  u n i t s  are 
t a k e n  f rom T i t l e  V o r / a n d  CAM: 

T i t l e  V r e q u i r e s  72 q u a r t e r  u n i t s  i n  GE&B f o r  b o t h  t h e  B.S. and  
B . A .  

For t h e  B.A., T i t l e  V s p e c i f i e s  36 q u a r t e r  u n i t s  i n  t h e  m a j o r ,  
and 18  q u a r t e r  u n i t s  of  300-400 series c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  m a j o r .  
CAM s p e c i f i e s  48-60 q u a r t e r  u n i t s  i n  t h e  m a j o r ,  and  24 q u a r t e r  
u n i t s  of  300-400 ser ies  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  m a j o r .  

For t h e  B.S.,  T i t l e  V s p e c i f i e s  54 u n i t s  i n  t h e  m a j o r ,  and  27 
q u a r t e r  u n i t s  of 300-400 ser ies  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  m a j o r .  CAM s p e c i -
f i e s  54-70 q u a r t e r  u n i t s  i n  t h e  m a j o r ,  and  27 q u a r t e r  u n i t s  of  
300-400 ser ies  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  m a j o r .  

B .A.  d e g r e e s  a s  p r e s e n t l y  g i v e n  a t  C a l  P o l y  r e q u i r e  f rom a b o u t  
52 t o  60 q u a r t e r  u n i t s  i n  t h e  m a j o r ,  depend ing  on t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  
and  f rom 36 t o  56-60 q u a r t e r  u n i t s  of  300-400 series c o u r s e s  i n  
t h e  m a j o r ,  d e p e n d i n g  on t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  
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WHEREAS, 	 The s e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  two b a c h e l o r s '  degrees  developed 
i n  England, where t h e  f a c u l t y  of a r t s  was s e p a r a t e  from 
t h e  f a c u l t y  of s c i e n c e .  I n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t h e  f a c -  
u l t i e s  a r e  u s u a l l y  combined, but  t h e  two degrees  s t i l l  
e x i s t .  With t h e  combined f a c u l t i e s ,  t h e  r e s u l t  has been 
t h a t  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  two degrees  has become 
b l u r r e d ,  and 

WHEREAS, 	 There i s  a need t o  develop a p o l i c y  here  a t  Cal Poly 
t h a t  w i l l  s e r v e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between 
t h e  two b a c h e l o r s 1  degrees .  The p o l i c y  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  
a measure t o  determine i f  degree  changes o r  proposed 
degrees  f o r  new majors  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  be it 

RESOLVED: 	 That t h e  Adminis t ra t ion  of C a l i f o r n i a  Po ly technic  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  San Luis  Obispo, adopt t h e  fo l lowing  a s  
p o l i c y  d e f i n i n g  t h e  Bachelor of A r t s  and Bachelor of 
Science degrees  : 

1. 	 Both t h e  Bachelor of A r t s  and t h e  Bachelor of 
Science degrees  should  have a  r ea sonab le  ba lance  
of t h r e e  components: 

a .  	 A major p rov id ing  dep th  of p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  an 
academic o r  v o c a t i o n a l  f i e l d .  

b .  	 General  educa t ion  and b read th  p rov id ing  b a s i c  
u n i v e r s i t y - l e v e l  educa t ion  i n  s c i e n c e  and 
mathematics,  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s ,  i n  t h e  
a r t s  and humani t i es ,  and i n  human communication. 

c .  	 E l e c t i v e s  chosen t o  f i t  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  p r e f e r -
ences  o r  needs.  ( I t  i s  recognized  t h a t  t h e  
number of t h e s e  e l e c t i v e s  may be fewer i n  some 
degrees  because of a c c r e d i t a t i o n  r equ i r emen t s ,  
but  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of some e l e c t i v e s  is  impor-
t a n t .  ) 

2 .  	 A Bachelor of A r t s  Degree: 

a .  	 i s  u s u a l l y  l e s s  s p e c i a l i z e d  than  a Bachelor 
of Sc ience  degree .  

b.  	 r e q u i r e s  186 q u a r t e r  u n i t s  f o r  t h e  degree;  
48-60 q u a r t e r  u n i t s  i n  t h e  major; and 2 4  
q u a r t e r  u n i t s  of 300-400 s e r i e s  courses  i n  
t h e  major .  

c .  	 i s  normal ly  awarded i n  such majors a s  t h e  
l anguages ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  o t h e r  humani t i es ,  and 
h i s t o r y .  



3. 	 A B a c h e l o r  of S c i e n c e  Degree:  

a .  	 o f t e n  i n v o l v e s  t e c h n i c a l  f i e l d s .  

b .  	 r e q u i r e s  186-198 q u a r t e r  u n i t s  f o r  t h e  d e g r e e  
(186-210 f o r  e n g i n e e r i n g ) ;  54-70 q u a r t e r  u n i t s  
i n  t h e  m a j o r ;  27 q u a r t e r  u n i t s  of 300-400 
ser ies  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  m a j o r .  

C .  	 i s  n o r m a l l y  awarded i n  s u c h  m a j o r s  as t h e  
p h y s i c a l  and  b i o l o g i c a l  s c i e n c e s ,  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  
and  a g r i c u l t u r e .  


