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MISSION STATEMENT 

C a l i f o r n i a  Po ly techn ic  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  San L u i s  Obispo, i s  committed t o  
t h e  f o l l  owing fundamental o b j e c t i v e s :  

1. 	 Cont i .nuat ion o f  exce l  1 ence -in undergraduate educat ion.  

2. 	 P ro~ i i o t i on  o f  exce l  l ence  i n  academic and p r o f e s s i o n a l  endeavors. 

3. 	 Con t i nua t i on  o f  an emphasis on se lec ted  a p p l i e d  f i e l d s  w i t h i n  t h e  
p o l y t e c h n i c  spectrum o f f e r e d  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  

It i s  recognized t h a t  a l l  degree programs have a common base i n  t h e  
a r t s ,  humani t ies ,  and sciences. The p o l y t e c h n i c  programs emphasized 
a t  Cal Po ly  a r e  based on t h e  sc iences and i n v o l v e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  
knowledge f r om t h e  sc iences and o t h e r  d'reas t o  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  contemporary 
problems. Programs w i t h i n  t h e  appl  i e d  f i e 1  ds o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  sc ience  and 
mathematics, a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  eng ineer ing,  business and home econo~nics a r e  
appropr ia te .  As sc ience  and technology evo lve,  new academic programs 
and new emphases w i t h i n  e x i s t i n g  programs w i l l  come i n t o  being. 

Both e x i s t i n g  and new programs a t  Cal Po ly  w i l l  con t i nue  t o  emphasize 
t h e  a p p l i e d  aspects  w i t h o u t  n e g l e c t i n g  t h e  importance o f  p r i n c i p l e  and 
theory .  

A p o l y t e c h n i c  u n i v e r s i t y  recognizes t h e - i m p o r t a n t  r o l e s  p l ayed  by t h e  
a r t s ,  humani t ies  and sc iences and has a spec ia l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  ensure 
t h a t  i t s  s tuden ts  a r e  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  broadened and cha l lenged  by exposure 
t o  them. Whi le  emphasizing c e r t a i n  p o l y t e c h n i c  programs, t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
a f f i r m s  t h e  impor tance o f  o f f e r i n g  and s u s t a i n i n g  programs o f  h i g h  qua1 i t y  
i n  t h e  a r t s ,  humanit ies,  and sciences. 

4. 	 Es tab l i shment  and maintenance o f  an educa t iona l  environment where in  i t s  
f a c u l t y  and s tuden ts  a r e  encouraged t o  pursue p r o f e s s i o n a l  growth and 
personal  goal  s. 
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