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RESOLUTION REGARDING GRADE DEFIIVITIONS AND GUIDELINES 

Background: Over t h e  l a s t  severa l  years a  number o f  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  
grad ing system have r e s u l t e d  i n  recorr~mendations t h a t  t h e  d e f  - in i  t i o n s  of 
t h e  l e t t e r  grade system be rev ised .  The proper  r o l e  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  grade 
system i s  t o  a l l o w  a  shorthand e v a l u a t i o n  o f  s tuden t  performance t h a t  can 
be e a s i l y  i n t e r p r e t e d .  Both t h e  CSUC Academic Senate and t h e  Cal Po ly  
Task Force on Grade I n f l a t i o n  have recommended t h a t  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  of t he  
l e t t e r  grades be made more ope ra t i ona l  and t h a t  they  be more c l o s e l y  coupled 
t o  l e v e l s  o f  a t ta inment  o f  course ob jec t i ves .  Dur ing t h e  Spr ing  Q u a r t e r  
o f  1980, t h e  Academic Counci l  passed a  r e s o l u t i o n  suggest ing t h a t  a l l  f a c u l t y  
i n c l  ude i n  course s y l  1ab i  such info rmat ion  as course o b j e c t i v e s  and methods 
of eval  ua t ion ,  where appropr ia te .  Such course d e s c r i p t i o n s  a1 low each 
i n s t r u c t o r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  g rad ing  c r i t e r i a  and t o  r e l a t e  measures of  
performance t o  course o b j e c t i v e s .  

WHEREAS, The l e t t e r  grade serves severa l  purposes which i n c l u d e  
eva lua t i ng  t h e  s tuden t  f o r  r e t e n t i o n  and progress toward 
g raduat ion  and i n fo rm ing  t h e  s tuden t  regard ing  h i s / h e r  
l e v e l  o f  achievement o f  t h e  l e a r n i n g  and performance 
o b j e c t i v e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  course; and 

WHEREAS, The U n i v e r s i t y  has a l r eady  i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  normal progress 
toward g raduat ion  r e q u i r e s  maintenance o f  a t  l e a s t  a  " C "  
average; and 

WHEREAS, The broad range  o f  courses and a c t i v i t i e s  encountered a t  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  and t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  teaching s t y l e s  w i l l  
l ead  t o  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  e v a l u a t i o n  methods and g rad ing  
c r i t e r i a  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  courses and i n s t r u c t o r s ;  and 

WHEREAS, The l e v e l  of performance o r  understanding i n  a  course o r  
a c t i v i t y  may i n d i c a t e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  p repa ra t i on  f o r  a  
subsequent course; t h e r e f o r e  be i t  

RESOLVED: That  t h e  c a t a l o g  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  grades should 
be r e v i s e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  



A -	 E x c e l l e n t  achievement o f  course o b j e c t i v e s .  An ou ts tand ing  

performance. 


B -	 H igh  l e v e l  of achievement o f  course o b j e c t i v e s .  Th is  

l e v e l  o f  performance i s  w e l l  above t h a t  r e q u i r e d  f o r  

progress toward g raduat ion  o r  f o r  c o n t i n u a t i o n  i n  

courses f o r  which t h i s  course i s  a p r e r e q u i s i t e .  


C - S a t i s f a c t o r y  achievement o f  course o b j e c t i v e s .  A l e v e l  

o f  performance which i s  accep tab le  f o r  progress toward 

g raduat ion  and f o r  en ro l lmen t  i n  subsequent courses f o r  

which t h i s  course i s  a p r e r e q u i s i t e .  


D - Achieves course o b j e c t i v e s  a t  o n l y  a minimum o r  p e r f u n c t o r y  
l e v e l .  A minimum pass ing performance. An accumulat ion o f  
such grades can r e s u l t  i n  academic d i squa l  i f i c a t i o n  f rom 
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  It i s  recommended t h a t  t h i s  course be 
repeated p r i o r  t o  en ro l lmen t  i n  a subsequent course f o r  which 
t h i s  course i s  a p r e r e q u i s i t e .  

F -	 F a i l s  t o  ach ieve course o b j e c t i v e s  a t  a minimum l e v e l .  An 

unacceptable performance which does n o t  meet requi rements 

f o r  c r e d i t  toward graduat ion.  


C r  - Achievement o f  course o b j e c t i v e s  a t  l e a s t  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  

a c c e p t a b i l i t y  r e q u i r e d  f o r  progress toward g radua t i on  and 

f o r  en ro l lmen t  i n  subsequent courses f o r  which t h i s  course i s  

a p re requ i  s i  t e  . 


NC -	 Does n o t  ach ieve course o b j e c t i v e s  a t  a l e v e l  o f  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  

r e q u i r e d  f o r  progress toward graduat ion.  T h i s  course must be 

repeated p r i o r  t o  en ro l lmen t  i n  a course f o r  which t h i s  course 

i s  a p r e r e q u i s i t e .  


No s i u g l e  s e t  o f  c r i t e r i a  f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  s tudents  can be a p p l i e d  t o  a1 1 courses. 
Standards must be developed f o r  each course i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  
of t h a t  course. Each f a c u l t y  member i s  encouraged t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  course 
o b j e c t i v e s  and t h e  c r i t e r i a  t o  be used t o  determine t h e  l e v e l  o f  achievement 
of those o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  each course t h a t  he/she teaches. 

APPROVED 	 February 17, 1981 


