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RESOLUTION REGARDING CREDIT/NO CREDIT GRADING I N  SUPPORT COURSES 

Background: Credi t /No C r e d i t  Grading was implemented t o  ease t he  burden on 
s tudents  t a k i n g  e l e c t i v e  courses ou t s i de  t h e i r  own areas o f  concen t ra t i on .  
The i n t e n t  was t o  a l l o w ,  o r  even encourage, s tuden ts  t o  t ake  courses w e l l  
o u t s i d e  t h e i r  own d i s c i p l i n e s  by reduc ing  t he  grade compe t i t i on  w i t h  majors  
i n  those areas. 

Many s tudents  t a k i n g  courses on a Credi t /No C r e d i t  bas i s  w i l l  s e t  t h e i r  
goa ls  on o b t a i n i n g  c r e d i t  r a t h e r  than on o b t a i n i n g  an in -dep th  understanding 
of t h e  m a t e r i a l  covered. I n  courses which o f f e r  suppor t  t o  a  major  program, 
t h i s  can mean t h a t  a  s tuden t  w i l l  be underprepared i n  l a t e r  ma jo r  courses. 

Also, i t  sometimes happens t h a t  s tuden ts  t ake  r e q u i r e d  suppor t  courses on 
a Credi t /No C r e d i t  bas is  w i t h o u t  r e a l i z i n g  some o f  t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  do ing  
so. It can happen, f o r  example, t h a t  a  change o f  ma jo r  t o  a  department i n  
which "suppor t  courses" had been p r e v i o u s l y  taken Credi t /No C r e d i t  w i l l  
now r e q u i r e  a  l e t t e r  grade i f  t h e  course i s  t o  be used toward t h e  new major .  
And many s tudents  a re  n o t  aware a t  t h e  t ime  t hey  apply  f o r  Credi t /No C r e d i t  
g rad ing  i n  a  suppor t  course t h a t  f u t u r e  employers o r  graduate schools o f t e n  
l o o k  a t  t h e  performance i n  bo th  major  and suppor t  courses i n  t h e i r  e v a l u a t i o n  
of an a p p l i c a n t .  

I n  A p r i l  o f  1979, t h e  Academic Counci l  unanimously passed a r e s o l u t i o n  t o  
change CAM t o  d i s a l l o w  Credi t /No C r e d i t  g rad ing  i n  courses which appear 
i n  t h e  suppor t  column on a major  c u r r i c u l u m  sheet.  

THEREFORE BE I T  RESOLVED: That t h e  Academic Senate o f  C a l i f o r n i a  Po l y techn i c  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  San L u i s  Obispo recommends t h a t  CAM Sec t i on  617.5.E be rev i sed  
as f o l l o w s :  

f .  Courses r e q u i r e d  +R f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  ma jo r  which a re  
s p e c i f i e d  i n  e i t h e r  suppor t  c o l m d e s i g ~ a k e d  
wikb $be " on $be s t u d e n t ' s  ma jo r  c u r r i c u l u m  sheet3 may 
n o t  be taken f o r  Credi t /No c r e d i t  grad ing,  -- w i t h  t h e  excep t i on  
of those courses taken as c r e d i t  by examinat ion and those o f f e r e d  -- -- - -- 
on a Credi t /No C r e d i t  bas i s  on ly .  - -. - 
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