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RESOLUTION ON ACADEMIC MINORS 

Background: Upon r e c e i v i n g  several  departmental requests i n  1978-1979 t o  
i n i t i a t e  minors, t h e  Curr icu lum Committee o f  t he  Academic Senate asked 
the  Chair o f  t h e  Academic Senate t o  appoint  an Ad Hoc Committee on Academic 
Minors t o  recommend c r i t e r i a  f o r  eva lua t i ng  proposed minors. Whi le p repar ing  
s a i d  c r i t e r i a ,  t h e  Ad Hoc Committee determined: 1 )  t h a t  t he re  was i n s u f f i c i e n t  
consu l ta t i on  w i t h  e lec ted  f a c u l t y  representa t ives  concerning minors p r i o r  
t o  March 15, 1978, when then Pres ident  Kennedy approved the  r e v i s i o n s  i n  CAM 411 
c r e a t i n g  academic minors, and 2)  t h a t  t he  r e v i s i o n s  i n  CAM 411 approved by 
the  President  were n o t  i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  many CAM binders i n  var ious  departments 
around campus thereby l i m i t i n g  t h e  implementat ion o f  t he  new p o l i c y  on minors. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  dev i s ing  c r i t e r i a  f o r  eva lua t i ng  proposed minors, t h e  
Ad Hoc Committee recommended t h a t  t h e  Academic Senate f u l l y  debate t h e  
wisdom of having minors a t  Cal Po ly  on the  grounds t h a t  be la ted  c o n s u l t a t i o n  
i s  b e t t e r  than no c o n s u l t a t i o n  a t  a l l .  

1. Resolut ion t o  Endorse the  Concept o f  Minors: 

RESOLVED: That t h e  Academic Senate o f  C a l i f o r n i a  Polytechnic S t a t e  
Un ive rs i t y ,  San L u i s  Obispo,.endorses t h e  concept o f  op t i ona l  minors a t  
C a l i f o r n i a  Po ly techn ic  S ta te  Un ive rs i t y .  

2. Resolut ion t o  Endorse CAM 411 w i t h  Recommended Revision 

RESOLVED: That the  Academic Senate o f  C a l i f o r n i a  Polytechnic 
S ta te  U n i v e r s i t y ,  San L u i s  Obispo, endorses CAM Sect ion 411 
as rev i sed  and recommends t h a t  i t  be implemented. 

CAM 41 1 ( 3 )  Minor 

No minor i s  requ i red  f o r  t h e  bache lor 's  degree. 

A minor i s  a formal aggregate o f  c lasses  i n  a s p e c i f i c  sub jec t  area 
designed t o  g i v e  a s tudent  documented competency i n  a secondary 
course o f  study. I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  op t ions  and concentrat ions i t  stands 
alone and i s  d i s t i n c t  f rom and outs ide  t h e  s tuden t ' s  degree major.  
It i s  in tended t h a t  t he  minor w i l l  be corn l e t e d  along w i t h  the  
requirements f o r  t he  bachelor ' s  degree. Yhe student  s t r a n s c r i p t  
w i l l  c e r t i f y  complet ion o f  t he  minor.  

The minor cons i s t s  o f  24 t o  30 qua r te r  u n i t s ,  o f  which a t  l e a s t  h a l f  
must be upper d i v i s i o n .  Twelve o r  more o f  t h e  u n i t s  i n  t h e  minor must 
be spec i f i ed  courses w i t h  t h e  remainder, i f  any, t o  be chosen from an 
appropr ia te  l i s t .  




