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RESOLUTION EEGARDING CHALLENGE EXAMS 

WHEREAS, The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  cha l lenge  exams p laces a  heavy a d d i t i o n a l  
burden on departments and t h e i r  f a c u l t y  members, and 

WHEREAS, Facu l t y  and departments a re  c u r r e n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  no compensation 
f o r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  cha l lenge  exams, and 

WHERE AS, Because o f  budget cutbacks and " s a l a r y  savings," t h e  workload 
o f  f a c u l t y  members i s  i n c r e a s i n g  d r a s t i c a l l y ,  and 

WHEREAS, Present  po l  i c y  f a c i  1  it a t e s  m i sues o f  t h e  chal  lenge exam 
p r i v i l e g e  by s tudents  a t t emp t i ng  t o  bypass convent iona l  
c u r r i c u l a ;  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  cha l l eng ing  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  subsequent 
t o  t a k i n g  t he  more advanced courses t o  which t h e y  app ly ,  and 

WHEREAS, L e t t e r  grades a r e  o f t e n  imposs ib le  t o  ass ign  f a i r l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  grades awarded t o  s tuden ts  t a k i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  course, t h e r e f o r e  
be i t  

RESOLVED: (a )  That each department s h a l l  f o rmu la te  a  d e f i n i t i v e  po l  i c y  
on what c o n s t i t u t e s  s u f f i c i e n t  background f o r  cha l l eng ing  t h e  
va r i ous  courses based on t h e  c a t a l o g  statement t h a t  "a  r e g u l a r l y  
e n r o l l e d  s tuden t  may be pe rm i t t ed  t o  o b t a i n  c r e d i t  by examinat ion 
f o r  courses i n  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  f i e l d s  i n  which he i s  e s p e c i a l l y  
q u a l i f i e d  through p rev ious  educat ion o r  exper ience and f o r  which 
c r e d i t  has n o t  o therw ise  been g iven.  " 

( b )  Tha t  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  a  chal lenge.exam t o  make up 
f o r  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  more advanced courses taken w i t h o u t  them. 

( c )  That t he  exam grade lnay be c r e d i t - n o  c r e d i t  o r  a  l e t t e r  
grade a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  department. 

( d )  That t h e  department head, o r  an a d m i n i s t r a t o r  appointed by 
him, s h a l l  approve t he  p e t i t i o n  t o  t ake  t h e  exam and s h a l l  
appo in t  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  who i s  t o  adm in i s to r  i t. 

( e )  That  each department s h a l l  f o rmu la te  a  p o l i c y  f o r  t h e  t y p e  
o f  exam t o  be admin is te red  f o r  each course category.  The p o l i c y  
s h a l l  a l s o  i n c l u d e  t h e  t ime-frame w i t h i n  t h e  q u a r t e r  d u r i n g  
which t h e  exam must be taken.  
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( f )  That  each department,  and t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i n g  
t h e  exam, s h a l l  be c r e d i t e d  w i t h  one s i x t h  o f  t h e  weighted 
t each ing  u n i t s  u s u a l l y  a l l owed  f o r  t h e  course f o r  each 
cha l lenge  exam g iven .  

( g )  Tha t  t h e  c a t a l o g  be amended t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  above proposals .  


