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RESOLUTION ON THE ROLE OF THE PERSONNEL REVIEW COMMITTEE IN 
RELATION TO TENURE RECOMMEIVDATIONS OF THE NEGATIVE KIND 

BACKGROllND RAT IONALE 

I n  t h e  1979-80 Budget Year cons ide ra t i ons  rega rd ing  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  tenure,  
t h e r e  were s i x  cases i n  which an a d d i t i o n a l  p roba t i ona ry  yea r  was g ran ted  
i ns tead  o f  tenure.  None o f  these cases was submi t ted t o  t he  Personnel 
Review Committee f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  p o s s i b l e  procedura l  e r r o r s .  The reason 
f o r  t h i s  d e n i a l  o f  r ev i ew  was Pres iden t  Kennedy's judgment t h a t  non-approval 
o f  t enu re  does n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a nega t i ve  d e c i s i o n  when t h e  p o s i t i v e  d e c i s i o n  
t o  g r a n t  an a d d i t i o n a l  p roba t i ona ry  yea r  i s  made. Ac t i ng  P res iden t  Andrews 
sus ta i ned  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  by P res iden t  Kennedy, b u t  added t h a t  t h e  
Academic Senate m igh t  want t o  develop a proposal  t o  c l a r i f y  CAM 341.1A f o r  
cons ide ra t i on  by t h e  permanent p r e s i d e n t  i n  t h e  F a l l  Q u a r t e r  1979. 

WHEREAS, CAM 341.1A i nc l udes  tenure  as one o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  personnel 
a c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  p rev iew o f  t h e  Personnel Review Committee; 
and 

WHEREAS, CAM 341.1A s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  Personnel Review Committee" . . . 
may rev iew  and ~iiake recol.nmendations . . . i n  those cases where 
t h e r e  i s  disagreement among t h e  recommendations made by t h e  
department com~iii t t e e s  , departnient heads, and school deans ;" 
and 

WHEREAS, CAM 344.2F s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  " t h e  Vice P res iden t  f o r  Academic 
A f f a i r s  w i l l  subni i t  t o  t he  Chairperson o f  t h e  Personnel Review 
Committee o f  t h e  Academic Senate . . . a l i s t  o f  a l l  non-
recommended ( f o r  tenure)  personnel f o r  rev iew by t h e  Committee;" 
and 

WHEREAS, A d e n i a l  o f  a tenure  recommendation c o n s t i t u t e s  a disagreement 
w i t h  t h e  i n i t i a l  recorr~mend-ing body o r  i n d i v i d u a l  , rega rd less  
o f  whether i t  i s  accompanied by a p o s i t i v e  recommendation f o r  
an a d d i t i o n a l  p roba t i ona ry  year ;  t h e r e f o r e  be i t  

RESOLVED: That t h e  Academic Senate o f  C a l i f o r n i a  Po l y techn i c  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  San L u i s  Obispo, recommend t o  t h e  P res iden t  t h a t  
t h e  Vice P res iden t  f o r  Academic A f f a i r s  be adv ised t o  i n c l u d e  
t h e  names o f  a l l  persons recommended f o r  tenure  a t  any l e v e l ,  
who a r e  subsequent ly n o t  approved, i n  t he  l i s t  o f  nonrecornmended 
personnel submi t ted t o  t h e  Chairperson o f  t h e  Personnel Review 
Comrni t t e e .  
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WHEREAS, Sec t i on  340 o f  t h e  Campus A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Manual f o r  Cal Poly ,  
San L u i s  Obispo s p e c i f i c a l l y  i nc l udes  tenure  as one o f  i t s  
cons idera t ions ,  and 

WHEREAS, Sec t ion  341.1.A., paragraph t h r e e  s t a t e s :  "The Personnel 
Review Com~i i i t tee o f  t h e  Academic Senate s h a l l  serve as a 
u n i v e r s i t y w i d e  l e v e l  o f  r ev i ew  o f  f a c u l t y  personnel ac t i ons  
r e l a t i n g  t o  r e t e n t i o n ,  tenure ,  . . . " e t c . ,  and t h i s  same 
committee "may rev iew and make recommendations . . . i n  those 
cases where t h e r e  i s  disagreement among the  recommendations made 
by t h e  department committees, department heads, and school 
deans ," and 

WHEREAS, Sec t ion  344.2.F. s p e c i f i e s  "a l i s t  of a l l  non-recommended 
personnel"  t o  be submi t ted by t h e  Vice Pres iden t  f o r  Academic 
A f f a i r s  t o  t he  Chairperson o f  t h e  Personnel Review Con~mittee 
" f o r  r ev i ew  by t h e  Committee," and 

WHEREAS, The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  campus, under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  
P res iden t  Robert E. Kennedy, has c o n s i s t e n t l y  i n t e r p r e t e d ,  
and con t inues  t o  i n t e r p r e t ,  paragraph 340 e t  seq. o f  t h e  
Campus A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Manual t o  exc lude some names o f  f a c u l t y  
members as dec r i bed  above from the  l i s t  descr ibed  above, 
t h e r e f o r e  be it 

RESOLVED: That t h e  Academic Senate o f  Cal Poly ,  San L u i s  Obispo f i n d s  
t h a t  i n  cases when f a c u l t y  members have been denied tenure ,  
b u t  recommended f o r  a f i f t h  o r  s i x t h  p roba t i ona ry  year ,  and 
when t h e r e  i s  disagreement among the  department committees, 
department heads, and school deans, t h e n t h e u n i v e r s i t y  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  must f o l l o w  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  and s p i r i t  o f  
t h e  Campus A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Manual by i n c l u d i n g  such cases i n  
t h e  l i s t  o f  a l l  non-recommended personnel submi t ted t o  t h e  
Chairperson o f  t h e  Personnel Review Committee f o r  rev iew by 
t h e  Committee. 


